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Ben’s Pen

Why are you thankful? Is it because your parents and other life influencers taught you that we
are supposed to express thanksgiving in November? Is it because you have a national holiday, to
get ready for a full day of shopping, to stop and say thanks? Or is it because a preacher guilts
you into stopping to say thanks? The psalmist David reminds us all why we should be thankful,
twelve months a year. In Psalm 103 he covers many of the items we take for granted. ...forget
..forget
not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your
life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good so
that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. (vv. 2b-5.) Do I come with a thankful heart because
of a God whose love for me endures forever or is it just because it is what is expected of me?
Read the Psalms to be reminded of why we need to be thankful every month.
Serving with you,
Ben
*****
Our annual Fall Festival is Saturday, November 7 at 3:00 p.m. There are a lot of activities including a
bounce house, face painting, hay ride, cake walk, silent auction and craft sale. Of course, it would not
be a festival without Hobo Stew, Dickie’s Deep Fried Oreos and other homemade goodies. Make your
plans to bring some friends and join us for a great time of fun and fellowship. As always we need your
canned contributions to the Stew. In addition, there is a need for cakes, craft items, homemade goodies
or other items for the silent auction. Contact Janet Irving or Joanne Lee if you have some items you
would donate.
*****
Our Baptist Men will begin their annual food drive for the Massaponax Food Bank this month. You
may bring your store bought canned goods to the Fall Festival or place them under the Food Tree in
the sanctuary later this month. One of the emphases for our food drive this year is the “ornaments” on
the tree. A $1 ornament will purchase 5 pounds of canned foods. A $5 ornament will purchase 25
pounds of canned foods or 100 pounds of crackers and cookies. We will have pricier ornaments as
well. Just imagine how much food a few of our dollars will purchase. Let’s decorate our tree well.
*****
Our annual churchwide Thanksgiving dinner is on Saturday, November 21. We will gather in the
sanctuary for a time of prayer and song at 5:30 p.m. We will then move to the Fellowship Hall for our
meal. There is no cost for the meal, but we do need your reservations so we can adequately prepare. A
signup sheet will be available in the sanctuary beginning November 1.
*****
Offering received thru October 25, 2015………….………………………………………..……….$70,187.45
Weekly amount needed to meet annual budget……………………………………………..………$ 2,033.46
Budget needs thru October 2015….…………………………………………………...……………..$87,438.84
Alma Hunt State Missions Offering received thru October 2015………….……………..………$ 2,154.00
*****
The December Highlights article deadline is November 18.
*****
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November 2015
Sunday
1
Drive Your Tractor
8:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship 11:00 am

Monday

Tuesday

2
Men’s Mtg. 7:00 pm

Wednesday

4
Bible Study 10:00 am
Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm

November Birthdays

Thursday
Thursday
5

Friday
6

Saturday

7
FALL FESTIVAL
3:00 pm

4 – Richard Morris
5 – Michael Gatewood
5 – Tom Perry
5 – Doug Trice
10 – Courtney Marshall
12 – Judy Reid
13 – Bobby Orrock
17 – Teresa Seay

17 – Susan Thomas
25 – Mildred Corthon
26 – Emily Marshall
26 – Mark Irving
28 – Dorothy Corthon
28 – Tom Lee
29 – Caitlin Corthon

November Anniversaries
8

Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship 11:00 am

HOMECOMING
15
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship 11:00 am

9

16
Food Bank Service
Opportunity at
Massaponax BC

22
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship 11:00 am

23

29 Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship with
Communion
11:00 am

30

Advent 1

10

11 PRIME TIMERS
12:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm
VETERAN’S DAY

_________BGAV

@ 2nd Baptist
Church - Richmond

17

18

12

25

Bible Study 10:00 am

14
Relay for Life Bingo

Homebound Prayer List:

19

Bible Study 10:00 am
Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm

24

13

14 – Harry & Rebekah Newman
17 – Claude & Dorothy Corthon
23 – Charles & Meryl Goodman
23 – John & Rose Thomas

20

21
Thanksgiving Dinner
Sanctuary 5:30 pm

Joe Anderson
Claude & Dorothy Corthon
Dorothy Gatewood
Frank Gatewood

Deacon of the Month:

26

27

28

Baptist Men 8:00 am
@ McDonalds

Herbert & Jeanette Gatewood
Pearl Haislop
Kathleen Howard
Ida Sanders

Matt Faulconer

The mission of Bethany Baptist Church is to make a positive
impact for Jesus Christ with people who live in our
community by sharing the message of eternal life through
Jesus Christ and by growing together as the family of God.
Just a thought…
The question to ask at the end of life’s race is not so much “What
have I accomplished?” but rather “Whom have I loved, and how
courageously?”
Just a question…
Have you got your two hours of service each week planned for
November? Do you need some ideas?

